Tutorial for piecing Peaky and Spike units
This unit is not easy to piece accurately if simply rotary cut.
It is best to use templates with the corners of the triangles
‘nubbed’, or to foundation piece the unit. This is because the
triangles do not fit together easily – they have to be slightly
offset.
The easiest thing to do is to cut the shapes with the rotary cutter and
then use templates to get a more accurate fit.
This is what the paper
templates look like,
without nubbed corners.
The tip of the centre
triangle has been
coloured so you can see
more clearly how the
pieces line up for
stitching.

The tip in close-up should look like this.
Which doesn’t give you a clear measurement – its
largely guesswork.
Note that the bottom of the seam doesn’t
intersect with the larger
triangle either.

If you use templates
to nub the corners of
the triangles you can
see things fit together
much more easily and
accurately.

When stitching these units do make sure
you have the triangles fitting together the
right way round. In other words – not like
this one, but like the one above!

Otherwise you end up with this.

Or you can use foundation piecing.

Ice Cream Cone units
These are closely related to Peaky and
Spike. Again they are much easier to
cut and to piece if you use templates.
As with Peaky and Spike, the triangles
do not fit together easily and are
much simpler to piece if the corners are nubbed.
Do this by measuring ¼ from the tip of the finished
unit towards the tip of the template and clipping
the excess off.

For both of these units, if you want to be extremely accurate and end up
with really pointy points then try Foundation Piecing.
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